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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 

MASKS 

Why is WACS not requiring masks? 

Governor Abbott’s most recent order GA-38 prohibits schools from requiring the use of masks.  The CDC 

recommends indoor masking by all students, staff, teachers, and visitors to K-12 schools, regardless of vaccination 

status. 

Can I ask my student’s teacher if they are vaccinated or if they plan to wear a mask? 

No. As per GA-38, schools are prohibited from requiring the use of masks.  The vaccination status of teachers or 

staff members is confidential and this information will not be shared with parents.  WACS teachers and staff 

members have been directed not to respond to these questions, if asked. 

VACCINATIONS 

Will WACS require their teachers to be vaccinated? 

The Governor’s most recent order reinforced that no governmental agency (schools included) can compel an 

individual to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, nor require documentation regarding an individual’s vaccination status. 

Will WACS require students to be vaccinated? 

The Governor’s most recent order reinforced that no governmental agency (schools included) can compel an 

individual (student) to receive the COVID-19 vaccine, nor require documentation regarding an individual’s 

vaccination status. 

TEST-CONFIRMED COVID-19 

What do I do when my student tests positive for COVID-19? 

Families must contact their school to identify that their student has a test-confirmed positive for COVID-19. They 

will then be directed to our website to complete the WACS Learner COVID-19 Report. 

Students will be required to isolate for 10 days from the onset of symptoms OR 10 days from a test-confirmed 

positive COVID-19 test. 

Will my student be required to quarantine when exposed to an individual who has tested positive for COVID-

19? 

No. Schools are not required to conduct COVID-19 contact tracing or to quarantine for close contact exposure.  

However, parents may opt to keep their students at home for a stay-at-home period, in which the student will have 

to meet the conditions for campus return once 10 days have passed since exposure if no symptoms are present. As a 

reminder, WACS will require a negative result from an acute infection test after the close contact exposure ends 

during the stay-at-home period. 

 

https://www.winfreeacademy.com/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1693249&type=d&pREC_ID=2215506
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EXPERIENCING SYMPTOMS OF COVID-19 

My student woke up sick and is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19. What do we need to do? 

Learners experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 shall stay at home until the conditions for campus return are met.  

Parents, guardian, caregiver, or learner shall complete the WACS Learner COVID-19 Report from the WACS 

website and follow the instructions given.  

Conditions for Campus Return  

 At least one day (24 hours) has passed with the resolution of fever without fever-reducing medication 

 Improvement in symptoms 

 Receive one acute infection test at an approved testing location that comes back negative for COVID-19. 

COVID-19 TESTING 

Does WACS provide COVID-19 tests for students? 

Yes. WACS offers BinaxNow COVID-19 rapid tests on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 7:30-8:30 am 

by appointment only from the website and using this link:  Schedule BinaxNow COVID-19 test 

Students must have a completed Learner Consent Form for Optional Covid-19 Testing on file or must complete 

the Learner Consent Form prior to scheduling the test. 

VIRTUAL SCHOOL 

Why can’t my student enroll in the WACS Virtual Academy like last year? 

The legislation (HB 1468) providing the necessary funding for public schools to offer virtual (remote) learning was 

not passed during the regular 87th Texas Legislative Session. The session ended before voting could take place, and 

the TEA does not have the authority to allow schools to receive funding for full-time virtual learning. 

Will WACS offer Remote Conferencing as mentioned in the TEA Public Health Update on August 5th? 

On August 5, 2021, TEA issued guidance allowing schools to provide Remote Conferencing (remote synchronous 

instruction) for students who are absent with a temporary medical condition. WACS is currently reviewing this 

information, and will soon provide an update to our families related to Remote Conferencing. 

 

https://www.winfreeacademy.com/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=1693249&type=d&pREC_ID=2215506
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